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Sample Narrative WEc1 Option 2: No Potable Water Use or No Irrigation 
DESIGN CASE

In order to have no irrigation at [project name] and therefore no potable water use for irrigation, the following strategies are being implemented:

1. Plantings: Regionally appropriate native species were selected for all plants, shrubs, and trees. In the arid Colorado high desert environment, native species include grasses, sagebrush, and pinion pine trees. In order to meet the design intent of creating a landscape that is both regionally appropriate and aesthetically pleasing, the above-mentioned species have been interspersed with a variety of cacti and succulents in such a way as to create pockets of mixed plantings and grasses. No turf has been used and all landscaped areas have been carefully designed to ensure that plantings will be able to survive winter and drought conditions. All plantings are drought-tolerant native species and require minimal water for irrigation. Shading is accomplished through the use of hardy evergreen species and willow trees planted as part of the restoration effort that line the creek drainage on the north end of the site. Stormwater detention areas are planted with native grasses and will need no irrigation upon establishment. 

2. Irrigation Technology and Design: Temporary irrigation will be installed in such a manner as to be easily removed after plant establishment. Irrigation taps are connected to the city’s domestic supply line and consist primarily of drip emitters that can be removed with minimal effort within one year of installation. Tree and shrub species will be established through temporary watering lines and do not require irrigation after establishment. By minimizing the planted areas of the site and using all native species, irrigation will be completely unnecessary after one year.  

3. Technical Details: Because the plants will not need water after the initial establishment period, the water calculator was not used for this project. 

CONCLUSION

The use of native species and elimination of turf grass allows the project to install no permanent irrigation systems. By committing to using no water for irrigation after the initial establishment period, not to exceed one year, the project qualifies for four points under WEc1.
YRG sustainability consultants – www.yrgconsultants.com
                                                                                                                                 1

