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Sample Narrative WEc1 Option 2: No Potable Water Use or No Irrigation

DESIGN CASE

To reduce total water use by 50% and to eliminate the use of potable water for irrigation the following strategies are being implemented:

1. Nonpotable water use: A 35,000-gallon cistern is included in the project in order to harvest rainwater from both the impervious and pervious (vegetated) roof areas on the building. The capacity of the cistern will allow water to be available throughout the irrigation season accounting for seasonal variations in moisture levels. Additionally, harvested rainwater will be supplemented with recaptured condensate water from the building’s air-conditioning units. Detailed calculations have been provided that demonstrate the amount of nonpotable water available for irrigation use in the month of July. 
OR

1. Nonpotable water use: The project has signed an agreement with the local utility that will allow for all of the landscape water to be provided through municipally treated nonpotable water supplied by a dedicated purple-pipe system. The site’s irrigation needs will be satisfied 100% through this treated water. The contract has been uploaded and verifies that the supply is continual. 
2. Plantings: Plants selected are low-water-demand plants, and are somewhat shaded by trees. The plants were chosen to be resilient and withstand drought conditions. Turf grass was eliminated from the project design in order to reduce the watering need. Bioswales have been incorporated into the site and the land has been contoured to direct rainwater to them; the bioswales will require no irrigation after one year of establishment.  
3. Irrigation Technology and Design: The landscaped areas will use subsurface drip irrigation and the trees will use bubbler root irrigation. The [X brand] rain sensors monitor the moisture on a real-time basis and sets watering rates accordingly. The bioswale areas will be watered by hand using hose bibs (for a maximum of one year and during droughts). By incorporating xeriscaping techniques, water-wise landscaping, and directing rainwater capture, this site will be able to use less water to create a more productive and thriving landscape. All of the water for the irrigation system is supplied by rainwater from the project’s cistern. 
CONCLUSION

The implementation of the above plan will help achieve a long-term, water-wise landscape design for [project name]. The LEED table calculations show that final design provides a 72% reduction in total water use and a 100% reduction in potable water use over a more conventional design, earning four points for the LEED 2009 Water Efficiency Landscape Credit 1, Option 2. 
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