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Sample Narrative WEc1 Option 1: 50% Reduction in Potable Water Use

DESIGN CASE

In order to achieve landscaping water reductions greater than 50%, the following strategies are being implemented on [project name]:
1. Plantings: Plants selected for non-turf areas are mostly drought-tolerant native species and range from low to medium water consumption. The use of turf grass has been substantially reduced and is only included in the playground area. In order to meet the LEED requirements the project has selected a bluegrass hybrid species that minimizes the overall ET rate and limits water consumption while retaining resilience during dry periods. Landscape beds are densely planted with a mixed variety of native and ornamental plants to satisfy the project’s aesthetic needs. Areas other than landscaping beds and turf areas have been planted with low-maintenance native species that will require minimal or no water upon establishment. 

2. Irrigation Technology and Design: The landscaped areas will use a high-efficiency irrigation system that is zoned for watering needs. Irrigation zones are based on plant types, microclimate, water use, and sun exposure.  The project is also installing an ET controller that optimizes watering levels. The [brand X] control system has a documented water savings of 30% (product data has been provided). The area of turf grass will use high-efficiency rotor-type sprinklers and the landscape beds will use drip irrigation. For the natural areas, temporary surface drip irrigation lines will be installed and removed within one year or upon establishment, whichever occurs first. In order to minimize moisture loss from the soil, all shrub areas will be mulched. 
CONCLUSION

The implementation of the above plan will help achieve a long-term, water-wise landscape design for [project name]. The LEED table calculations show the final design providing a 53% reduction in water use over a more conventional design, which earns two points for the LEED Water Efficient Landscaping Credit 1, Option 1.
YRG sustainability consultants – www.yrgconsultants.com
                                                                                                                                 1

