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Request for Proposal: Acoustics Consulting on LEED for Schools project


We are delighted to invite a proposal from your firm for acoustical consulting services on the following project. The qualified team would have worked on a minimum of two projects of similar size and complexity. 
Project:

Name
Date:

MONTH DD, YYYY


PROJECT PROFILE
Xxx (client) is inviting proposals for architectural consulting services for Xxx project. The project is a single phase, 10 story school at address. The project is targeting LEED for Schools certification. 
Acoustical services shall support the achievement of LEED for Schools IEQ prerequisite 3, Minimum Acoustical Performance and IEQ credit 9, Enhanced Acoustical Performance. Please contact the party issuing this RFP for any questions. The contact details are listed in Proposal Requirements.

The project team is:
Architect:



ARCHITECT
Green Building Consultant:

Consultant 

MEP Engineer:


MECHANICAL ENGINEER
Construction Manager:

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
PROJECT SCHEDULE
The project is currently in Design Development Phase scheduled to release 100% DD by Oct 20, 2008. The construction is targeted to commence March 1, 2009 with occupancy in September 2010. The construction schedule is available upon request. 

SCOPE OF WORK

The Owner is committed to optimizing the acoustical performance of the school’s classrooms and core learning areas and to meet the credit requirements for USGBC LEED for Schools EQ prerequisite 3, Minimum Acoustical Performance and EQ credit 9, Enhanced Acoustical Performance. The Acoustics Consultant will provide the signed LEED letter template and suitable documents for the required credits before termination of contract. The Acoustics Consultant will be hired by and perform as a sub-consultant to the Architect. 
Acoustics services consist of systematically reviewing project drawings and specifications in order to provide direction and guidance to meet the owner’s goals and LEED requirements related to acoustical performance. As a part of the scope of work, the Acoustics Consultant will also calculate acoustical performance in classrooms and core learning spaces relative to Reverberation Time, Sound Transmission Class, and Background Noise. The Acoustics Consultant will participate in design meetings with the architect and mechanical engineer and offer solutions that go beyond selecting materials and finishes. 

Services must include guidance to support achievement and confirmation of compliance for the following LEED criteria for LEED for Schools EQ prerequisite 3, Minimum Acoustical Performance and EQ credit 9, Enhanced Acoustical Performance.
Reverberation Time
Confirm that classrooms and other core learning spaces comply with the Reverberation Time (RT) requirements of ANSI Standard S12.60-2002, Acoustical Performance Criteria, Design Requirements and Guidelines for Schools.

Case 1: Classrooms and Core Learning Areas < 20,000 ft^3

Option 1
Confirm that 100% of all standard classroom ceiling areas (excluding lights, diffusers, and grilles) are finished with a material that has a Noise Reduction Coefficient (NRC) of 0.70 or higher.* This can typically be achieved with a lay-in acoustical ceiling tile or other acoustical finish material.

Option 2
Confirm that the combined total area of acoustical wall panels, ceiling finishes, and other sound-absorbent finishes equals or exceeds the total ceiling area of the room, and that the materials in the calculation have a total NRC of 0.70 or higher.

Case 2: Classrooms and Core Learning Areas ≥ 20,000 ft^3

Confirm through calculations described in the ANSI Standard S12.60-2002 that all classrooms and core learning spaces are designed to have an RT of 1.5 seconds or less. 
Background Noise
Confirm that classrooms and other core learning spaces have a maximum background noise level of 45 dBA (40 dBA) from HVAC systems. Background noise requirements should be met through Annex B of ANSI Standard S12.60-2002 and the 2007 HVAC Applications ASHRAE Handbook, Chapter 47 on Sound Vibration Control (with errata but without addenda). 

Sound Transmission

Confirm that the building shell and partitions of all classrooms and other core learning spaces meet the Sound Transmission Class requirements of ANSI Standard S12.60-2002, except windows, which must meet an STC rating of at least 35.
PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS

Three copies (or one electronic copy) of the proposal shall be submitted by end of day, October 30, 2008 to:

PROJECT MANAGER 
TITLE
COMPANY SEEKING Cx AUTHORITY
STREET ADDRESS
CITY, STATE ZIP CODE 

123.456.7890
Email: projectmanager@syx.com 
The following is to be included in the proposal:
1. Two (2) references for the firm

2. Relevant certifications and accreditations

3. Appropriateness of qualifications and experience of the firm and commissioning team with minimum two similar projects

4. Billing rates or fixed fee requirements
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