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This template is intended to help guide projects through the process of submitting a proposal for innovation in operations per Path 1 of IOc1. Submitting a proposal for an innovation credit is like pitching an idea for the creation of a new LEED credit. The statement of intent, requirements, and submittals should mimic that of a typical credit you would see in the Rating System and be written in a way that could apply to any project. Project specific information and details about the implementation of the innovative strategy should be reserved for the narrative under Project Approach. 

IO Path 1 credits can be tough to earn unless you are following one of the innovation strategies listed in the LEED-EBOM reference guide under IOc1. If you’re going outside of established examples in the Reference Guide, you’ve got to convince the reviewer that you’ve identified a real gap in EBOM, and that what you are doing fills that gap in a meaningful way. That means providing a very strong case and really educating the reviewer on the issue at hand as well as your work to address that issue. Never assume that the reviewer will have outside expertise on your specific issue, or that it is their obligation to research and understand the subject. A much wiser approach is to assume the full burden of educating the reviewer and fully illustrating the environmental benefits of your efforts.

Project Name: [Insert project name]

IO Credit 1, Path 1: Innovation in Operations - [Proposed Innovation Credit Name]
Intent

[Enter a statement of intent here. The intent should be a very brief, clear, and concise summary of the main sustainability goal or benefit of the proposed innovation. Look to the intent of existing LEED credits as an example]

Requirements

[Propose credit requirements which must be met in order to achieve the credit’s intent. Describe in detail the quantitative environmental benefits associated with your proposal and suggest criteria and thresholds for performance. Requirements should be comprehensive, have significant measurable impact, be applicable to other projects and be substantially better than standard sustainable design practices.]
Submittals

[Describe the documentation that should be provided (and are attached) in order to demonstrate compliance with credit requirements. These supporting documents may include site or building plans, calculations, specifications, building operational policies, letters from project team members or building owners, etc.]
Project Approach

[Provide detailed information regarding specific conditions of your project and the design/operational approach being implemented to meet the proposed credit intent and requirements stated above. Information to support your project claim should include building information, description of compliance path being followed, environmental benefit, and supporting documents demonstrating achievement.]
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